Torn down 714 Wethersfield Road 
1730 
Richard Beckley tavern 
Mammoth elm on corner Selden & Wethersfield — on map 
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1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1754 Aaron Porter current owner: Henry Mihon Wethersfield Road 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 170 


1730 _~—— Richard Beckley current owner: Thomas Nielson 


Berlin fair booth 2018 


Today: The Residences at Stonebridge, 714 Wethersfield Road, Built 2008 


Genealogy 


Sgt Richard Beckley (1618-1690) came from New Haven Colony about 1659 as first settler in area which 
became Berlin & Frances (1614-1696) and had six children: Sarah, John, Mary, Benjamin, Nathaniel, 
Hannah. In 1669 for permit for a tavern — open 78 years. 


Beckley Quarter: tavern, mill, cemetery, school, railroad & post office 


Abraham Beckley (1702-1784) son of Richard Beckley & Elizabeth Deming. He married Martha Hart. He 
built 979 Wethersfield Road in 1730. They are buried in Beckley Cemetery. 


Deacon Aaron Porter (1729-1820) son of Timothy Porter & Hannah Goodwin. In 1778 he bought the 
house. He married Rhoda Sage (1734-1807) daughter of David Sage & Bathsheba Judd. They had 
children: Rhoda, Jerusha, Candace, Abijah, Damarius, Bathesheba, Aaron, Isaac, Luther, Moses. They 
are buried in Beckley Cemetery. 


Deacon Aaron lived at 979 Wethersfield Rd., Berlin; bought from Abraham Beckley [great grandson of 
Richard] in 1778. Aaron joined Kensington Congregational Church on. He was a member of Berlin 
Congregational Church on 09 FEB 1775. He died at age 91 years. Berlin Records - p.101 Berlin 
Congregational Church Records - p.29 Hale - p.68 Beers - p.630 1790 


The Old Berkeley Tavern, Henin 


1914 view 


The Beckley Tavern was built ca. 1688? by John 
Beckley, son of Richard the Settler. It stood on the 
Hartford-New Haven Path now Wethersfield Road 
where the Stone Bridge condos are now. Ancient 
stories tell of General George Washington stopping 
there in late June 1775 on his way to assume 
command of the Continental Army in Boston. 
Catherine North tells us “There was great excitement 
when about the time of the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
2" General Washington and his staff put up at the 
‘ . ql Beckley House overnight. In one of the upper rooms 
General Washington and Governor Trumbull held a 
conference which lasted a day and a night. George 
Washington must have traveled with a large supply of elm tree switches. The great elm tree directly in front of 
the house was planted by George Washington. The tree stands, but the house was torn down. (page 96) 
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IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bm tee | H ! 


OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 
a A = eee 170 oO s [Jnr O Actuol ia Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
979 Wethersfield Road Richard Beckley House 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
Berlin part 


NO NUMBER (and/or location) 


979 Wethersfield Road 5-2/122/6 

OWNER(S 

Nielson, Thomas W. Li ae Berlin 06037 CI] pubtie K J privote 
« USE (Present) (Historic) 

Residence Residence 
6 EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE Y » EXPLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY 

TO PUBLIC: i) Yes C)ne LC ves K] no . 
. Y ) BUILDING 3) 0 O R 10 

Vernacular c.1730 


RIALS] (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 


h 
0 Clopboord () Asbestos Siding QB Brick iis 
Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 
i Boord & Batten 's Stucco O Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding i ee ey Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


a Wood frame DO Post and beam OD balloon 


O Load bearing masonry i} Structural iron or steel 


fia) Other (Specify) 
0. ROOF (Type) 


ik] Gable O Flot O Monsord fe) Monitor ‘i. sawtooth 
enor: DD shea Ohnie [Vesuaa em 


(Moterial) 
Roll 
oO Wood Shingle Asphalt ts Tin DO Slate D Goble end to the street 
Other . 

k) Aspholt shingle ie Built up ‘iB Tile (Specify) : kK) Ridge porollel to the street 
11, NUMBER OF ORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

2 1/2 Sa° 208 

ONDITION (Structural) Chxterna) 
O Excellent fk) Good O Foir 0 Deterioroted [) Excellent fx) Good 0 Foir O Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY (Len ation) CAlteratreanss 1F YES, EXPLAIN > 


fe) iginol 
K) aie i a Moved 


kK) Barn ie] Shed DO Gorage [x] Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 
Modern fruitstand 
Corti 
house’ fc Shop OD Garden 


1S. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


Brick veneer, modern 


icy Open lond weed: k) Residential Be ecctreced buildings visible from site 
dus- 
a} Commerciol inaye fk) Rural DO High building density 


16 INTERSELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROU INGS 


Just south of Rocky Hill town line; only older house in lightly- 


settled area. , aatais 


PHOTO 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) | COMPILED BY 


SIGNIFICANCE 


SOURCES 


Fo 
PHOTOGRAPHER *) 
aaa FY? 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 
ae 
cae esource Consultants 12/84 
55 Van Dyke Avenue 


witford, Connecticut 06106 


OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Beckley House has a three-bay facade with a central entry under a 
20th-century porch on square brick piers. The first floor is covered 
with a recent brick veneer, the second with recent wood shingles. Hewn 
overhangs are still visible at the second and attic stories. Most sash 
is 2-over-2, but some old 6-over-6 sash survives in the attic story. 

The boxed roof cornice shows no return. A modern garage addition extends 


to the right. 


Historically, the Beckley House is significant for its association with 
the locally prominent Beckley family (the northeastern section of Berlin 
was known as "Beckley" until well into the 20th century) and as one of 
Berlin's oldest extant houses. Sergeant Richard Beckley of Hartford 
purchased 300 acres from the Indians in 1660, a year before Jonathan 
Gilbert received the grant that was to become the Christian Lane set- 
tlement. For many years, this was thought to be the original house 

built by Richard Beckley, but there is considerable evidence that it is 
probably a later house built by Abraham Beckley, the settler's great- 
grandson. Abraham (1702-84) owned two houses in his lifetime and this 
house was the first. It was sold in Aaron Porter in 1778, and the title 
can be traced from Porter to the currént owners. The second, in which 
he lived at the time of his death, was left to him by his brother 
Nathaniel; it no longer stands. Nathaniel's will, leaving it to Abraham, 
referred to it as the "old homestead," and required that (continued) 


Berlin Bicentennial Papers, Berlin Historical Society. 
Elmer Keith, "The Beckley House," Colonial Dames Report, 1935, 
Connecticut State Library, Hartford. 


Beckley House 


19. (continued) : 


Abraham move into it to take care of their aged mother. The house standin 
today seems quite clearly to be the house sold to Aaron Porter in 1778, 
and it also seems clear that it is not the old house left to Abraham 

by Nathaniel. In all likelihood, the extant house was built by Abraham 
Beckley sometime after he gained his majority in 1723. 


Architecturally, the Beckley House is significant as a rare surviving 
example of an 18th-century central chimney house. An adaptation of 
traditional English building techniques to a harsh climate rich in 
stone, timber, and firewood, the central chimney house was the pre- 
dominant domestic building type in 18th-century New England. The large 
central chimney, generally constructed of stone below the roofline, 
functioned as an enormous thermal mass. Once warmed, its tons of rock 
could store and release heat for hours. It remained popular in 
relatively isolated areas such as Berlin until about 1800. Like many 
of the earliest central chimney houses, the Beckley House has undergone 
extensive alterations. Even though scant exterior fabric is old, the 
interior still shows an exposed hewn-timber frame and large stone 
chimney. Other features that reflect its 18th-century origins are the 
symmetrical three-bay facade and hewn overhangs. 


